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Gardens of Riversdale 
FWL01 / v1 final 

 
 
Date of Report:   05.07.2017 

Site Address: Address:    200-280 Huntingdale Road, Mount Waverley 
Client     Riversdale Golf Club Limited 
Project:   

 
1.0. INTRODUCTION  

 
1.1. General  

 
Dominic Bowd was commissioned by Riversdale Golf Club to produce a report detailing garden-related 
renovations and improvements throughout the golf course undertaken during his tenure as head horticulturist.   
 
Project Information  
 
Table 1.0: Summary of project information  

 
  

Project Details 

Client:  Riversdale Golf Club Limited 

Project Number: FWL01 / v1.0. final  

Site location(s): Mount Waverley, Victoria  

Dates of project:  12.6.2017 – 04.07.2017 

Date of report:  05.07.2017 

Project Description: To produce a detailed report regarding garden bed renovations using a series of 
before and after photographs.  
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1.2. OBJECTIVES 
 
The chief objective of this report is to: 

1) Produce a document that highlights, using before and after photographs, the improvements in 
many of the gardens at The Riversdale Golf Club over a period of approximately two years.   

 
1.3. SCOPE OF WORK 

 
The scope of work required to achieve the objectives of the report involved the following: 

1) The physical labour involved in undertaking and completing garden improvements and 
renovations, taking photographs, and providing justification for the undertaking of these 
improvements and renovations informed by a combination of landscape design principles, 
horticultural and botanical knowledge, and ecological knowledge.       
 

 
 
 

 
1.4. KEY 

 
Fig. 2: Key 
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2.0. SITE INFORMATION 
 

The Riversdale Golf Club is situated in Mount Waverley, Victoria on Silurian-derived sedimentary hills1. 
These sedimentary hills are dominated by mudstones, siltstones and sandstones, with the low-lying areas 
characterized by alluvial flats2. The mudstones and siltstones have weathered to fine-grained clays, whilst 
the alluvial flats comprise loosely consolidated silts, clays, sands and gravels. This geological heritage, and 
the soil derived from it, are important controlling variables that in part determine which species will thrive 
on the course, and which will not.   
 
There is a distinct lack of remnant vegetation on the site, which is characterized by a wide variety of both 
Australian native and exotic vegetation, most noticeable in the diversity of trees. When I arrived the 
gardens were for the most part neglected and visually uninteresting, with a set of six species – Weeping 
Bottlebrush (Melaleuca viminalis), Crimson Bottlebrush (Melaleuca citrinus), Correa (Correa alba), Heath-
leaved Banksia (Banksia ericifolia), Willow Myrtle (Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’) and Mat-Rush (Lomandra 
longifolia) dominating. My goals in improving the gardens at the Riversdale Golf Club were as follows: 

 To implement a maintenance regime using Integrated Weed Management (IWM) principles to 
reduce weed biomass; 

 To improve the visual appearance of the garden beds; 

 To improve the ecological amenities on the course; and 

 To create/reinforce distinct themes in the garden beds informed by the landscape design principles 
of flow, continuity, structure, balance, and restraint.    
 
 
 

Fig. 3: Aerial map of The Riversdale Golf Club (courtesy: NearMap)                                         ↑N 

 



3.0. GARDENS OF RIVERSDALE 
 

3.1 Clubhouse Garden 
 

Renovation of the Clubhouse Garden commenced in August 2015 and was completed in October of that 
year. This involved the removal of Loropetalum chinense (Chinese Fringe Flower) and Phormium tenax 
‘Variegatum’ (New Zealand Flax) and their replacement with an assemblage of predominately native, 
profusely flowering species. The idea behind this was to create a native cottage-style garden with year-
round flowering in what is a very prominent high-traffic area. Renovation work also involved trimming 
back the Murraya paniculata (Orange Jessamine) hedge and the addition of Iron chelate and NPK fertilizer 
and compost to this hedge to correct severe chlorosis, which I have continued to apply on a six-monthly 
basis.  
 
The Sun Dial Garden was also renovated. This involved the removal of a layer 40-50cm deep of mulch in 
which an assortment of annuals had been haphazardly planted, and its replacement with a rich potting 
mix, compost, and gypsum to improve drainage. Initially, the Sun Dial Garden was planted with blue and 
white pansies. It is now planted with an assortment of coloured pansies in the centre, surrounded by a 
ring of Buxus microphylla var. microphylla (Korean Box). The circle of Korean Box is designed to frame the 
Sun Dial, with its lime-to-emerald green foliage contrasting nicely with the yellow sandstone of the Sun 
Dial, whilst also complementing the Orange Jessamine hedge on the other side of the path.  

 

Table 1.1: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Ficus pumila Climbing Fig 

2 Loropetalum chinense  Chinese Fringe Flower 

3 Murraya paniculata  Orange Jessamine 

4 Phormium tenax ‘Variegatum’ New Zealand Flax  

5 Viola tricolor var. hortensis Pansy 

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Anigozanthos ‘Big Red’ Kangaroo Paw 

2 Buxus microphylla var. microphylla Korean Box 

3 Brachyscome multifida ‘Metallic Blue’ Cut-leaf Daisy 

4 Bracteantha bracteata  The Golden Everlasting  

5 Chrysocephalum apiculatum  Yellow Buttons 

6 Convolvulus sabatius  Blue-rock Bindweed 

7 Ficus pumila  Climbing Fig 

8 Gaura lindheimeri  Pink Butterfly Flower 

9 Hardenbergia violacea ‘Mini Ha-Ha’ Happy Wanderer 

10 Murraya paniculata  Orange Jessamine  

11 Myoporum parvifolium Creeping Boobialla  

12 Scaevola aemula ‘Aussie Crawl’ Fan Flower 

13 Viola tricolor var. hortensis  Pansy 

 
 



 
Fig. 4: Photo in top-left taken after the removal of Chinese Fringe Flower (Loropetalum chinense) and New Zealand Flax 
(Phormium tenax ‘Variegatum). The idea here was to provide year-round flowering with an emphasis on the colours of the 
Riversdale crest – maroon, gold, and sky blue. This was achieved using Gaura lindheimeri ‘Pink’ (Pink Butterfly Bush), 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum (Yellow Buttons), Bracteantha bracteata (Golden Everlasting), Scaevola aemula ‘Aussie Crawl’ (Fan 
Flower), and Brachyscome multifida ‘Metallic Blue’ (Cut-leaf Daisy).  
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Fig. 5: Soil was added prior to planting. Photo on the right shows The Golden Everlasting (Bracteantha bracteata) in all its 
stunningly golden glory.   
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Fig. 6: Photo in the top-left taken pre-renovation. Pansies and other annual flowers were planted directly into mulch, and in no 
discernable pattern. I replaced this with a mixture of rich potting mix, compost, slow-release fertilizer and gypsum and planted 
successive sets of annual flowers in distinct patterns. This was the first of such plantings, it consisted of: Viola tricolor var. 
hortensis (Pansies – Blue and White), and Celosia ssp. (Cockscomb).  

 



3.2 Committee Car-park Rockery 
 

The Committee Car-park Rockery was renovated to accentuate two existing themes: the Northern-
hemisphere woodland garden, shaded by three large Pin Oaks (Quercus palustris) and one English Oak 
(Quercus robur), and a native-dominated section directly behind the committee car-park. 
 
This garden was tailored specifically for the clubhouse restaurant and function centre. As such, I 
endeavored to create more of a ‘botanical garden’ look, as opposed to much of the rest of the course, 
where playability and sympathy with the contours of the tees, greens, and fairways takes precedence.     
 
In order to restore the rockery garden, a number of unsuitable plants were removed: two very large 
Common Lilly-pilly (Syzygium australe), one Sweet Pittosporum (Pittosporum undulatum), two Crimson 
Bottlebrush (Melaleuca citrinus), two Heath Banksia (Banksia ericifolia), one Hebe (Hebe sp.), and three 
lemon trees (Citrus x limon). These were removed for the following reasons:  

 Unsuitable species for rockery gardens 

 Old and woody 

 Too large and unruly 

 Poor form due to inadequate maintenance and lack of sunlight  

 Large shrubs planted too close to paths, access roads, and car-parking spots.  
 

Northern Hemisphere Garden:  
To reinforce the existing theme, I gradually removed and replaced unsuitable plants with lower-growing 
ones. A number of Camellias, Azaleas, and juvenile Magnolias had grown poorly due to low light. This was 
caused by clumsily maintained Pin Oaks, two large poorly-placed Common Lilly-pilly’s, and one large Sweet 
Pittosporum. Unfortunately, these shrubs had to be either hard-pruned or removed entirely. I removed the 
weakest ones, confined the Camellias to clusters for effect and pruned them to shape. In addition to the 
lack of light, another factor inhibiting the growth of plants in the Northern-hemisphere section of the 
rockery was excessive leaf-litter. Layers of oak leaves - up to one metre deep in places - were smothering 
the plants, reducing available oxygen to roots, encouraging stem-rot and releasing phytotoxins that retard 
plant growth3. I subsequently cleared out the leaves, planted a series of suitable understory plants, and 
mulched with wood chips. To bolster the theme of a lush, shaded, emerald-green northern-hemisphere 
garden, I planted: Oyster Plant (Acanthus mollis), Bugleherb (Ajuga reptans), Native Violet (Viola 
hederacea), Japanese Box (Buxus microphylla var. japonica), Winter Daphe (Daphne odora), Cockspur 
(Plectranthus ‘Mona Lavender’) and Bartlettina sordida (Purple Torch). In the future I would like to fill the 
remaining gaps with an assortment of Azaleas to really augment the theme.         
 
My goal for this rockery was to create a garden that displayed diversity in form and foliage through the use 
of mostly hardy, yet attractive exotic species. Because of the proximity of this garden to the Clubhouse – 
where events are held for both members and non-members – I believed it important that this garden be 
properly manicured in order to not only fulfill its own potential, but also to provide members and patrons 
with a dazzling display of botanical intrigue.  
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Native-dominated Section: 
This section of the garden, adjacent to the committee-car park, was completely overgrown two years ago. 
The whole shrub layer needed lowering and a number of old, woody, and overgrown plants and weeds 
required immediate removal. Tall shrubs and small trees not suitable for a rockery feature were removed 
and replaced with low-growing native shrubs and groundcovers, whilst suitable existing plants were 
hedged into tight spheres to mirror the aesthetic of the rocks. In a rockery, the rocks are typically part of 
the feature, and as such are not supposed to be smothered by vegetation. In order to bring the balance of 
foliage and rock back to the rockery, I planted a number of geophyte (rock-loving) plants. These were: 
Creeping Boobialla (Myoporum parvifolium), Creeping Banksias (Banksia petiolaris and Banksia repens), 
Grevillea ‘Poorinda Royal Mantle’ (Grevillea laurifolia), Creeping Saltbush (Rhagodia spinescens), Lomandra 
‘Little Con’ (Lomandra confertifolia) and Dichondra ‘Silver Falls’ (Dichondra argenta).       
 
Table 1.2: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Anigozanthos flavidus Kangaroo Paw 

2 Azalea spp.  Rhododendron 

3 Banksia ericifolia  Heath-leaved Banksia 

4 Billardiera fusiformis Climbing Bluebell 

5 Camellia japonica Rose of Winter 

6 Camellia sasanqua Sasanqua Camellia 

7 Canna x generalis  Canna Lily 

8 Clivia miniata Kaffir Lily  

9 Cordyline australis Cabbage Tree 

11 Dianella caerulea  Blue Flax-lily 

12 Dicksonia antarctica  Soft Tree Fern 

13 Dietes iridioides  Cape Iris 

14 Erigeron karvinskianus  Spanish Daisy 

15 Felicia amelloides Blue Maguerite Daisy  

16 Hebe sp.  Hebe  

17 Hydrangea sp.  Hydrangea 

18 Kennedia rubicunda  Dusky Coral-pea 

19 Lantana montevidensis  Creeping Lantana 

20 Lavendula augustifolia English Lavender 

21 Leucadendron salignum Conebush 

22 Lophostemon confertus Brush Box 

23 Magnolia grandiflora ‘Little Gem’ Southern Magnolia 

24 Melaleuca citrinus  Crimson Bottlebrush 

25 Nandina domestica  Sacred Bamboo 

26 Plectranthus ‘Mona Lavender’ Mona Lavender Cockspur 

27 Plectranthus parviflorus  Cockspur Flower 

28 Rosmarinus officinalis  Rosemary 

29 Quercus palustris Pin Oak 

30 Quercus robur English Oak 

31 Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Prostratus’ Creeping Rosemary 

32 Syzygium australe Common Lilly-pilly  



 

13 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Ajuga reptans Bugleherb 

2 Anigozanthos flavidus Kangaroo Paw 

3 Azalea spp.  Rhododendron 

4 Banksia ericifolia  Heath-leaved Banksia 

5 Banksia petiolaris Creeping Banksia 

6 Banksia repens  Creeping Banksia 

7 Banksia robur  Swamp Banksia 

8 Bartlettina sordida  Purple Torch  

9 Billardiera fusiformis Climbing Bluebell 

10 Blechnum gibbum ‘Silver Lady’  Water Fern 

11 Buxus microphylla var. japonica Japanese Box 

12 Camellia japonica Rose of Winter 

13 Camellia sasanqua Sasanqua Camellia 

14 Ceonothus thyrsiflorus ‘Blue Sapphire’ Californian Lilac  

15 Chrysocephalum apiculatum  Yellow Buttons  

16 Clivia miniata Kaffir Lily  

17 Correa reflexa  Native Fuschia  

18 Correa reflexa var. nummulariifolia Native Fuschia ‘Green Form’ 

19 Crowea exalata Waxflower 

20 Daphne odora  Winter Daphne 

21 Dianella caerulea  Blue Flax-lily 

22 Dichondra argentea ‘Silver Falls’ Kidney Weed  

23 Dicksonia antarctica  Soft Tree Fern 

24 Erigeron karvinskianus  Spanish Daisy 

25 Felicia amelloides Blue Maguerite Daisy  

26 Hibbertia scandens  Snake Vine 

27 Hydrangea sp.  Hydrangea 

28 Kennedia rubicunda  Dusky Coral-pea 

29 Lantana montevidensis  Creeping Lantana 

30 Lavendula augustifolia English Lavender 

31 Leucadendron salignum Conebush 

32 Lomandra confertifolia ‘Little Con’ Lomandra ‘Little Con’ 

33 Lomandra longifolia x confertifolia 
ssp. pallida 

Lomandra ‘Lime Tuff’ 

34 Lophostemon confertus Brush Box 

35 Magnolia grandiflora ‘Little Gem’ Southern Magnolia 

36 Myoporum parvifolium  Creeping Boobialla 

37 Plectranthus ‘Mona Lavender’ Mona Lavender Cockspur 

38 Plectranthus parviflorus  Cockspur Flower 

39 Quercus palustris Pin Oak 

40 Quercus robur  English Oak 

41 Rhagodia spinescens  Creeping Saltbush 

42 Rosmarinus officinalis  Rosemary 

43 Scaevola aemula ‘Aussie Crawl’ Fan Flower 
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44 Scleranthus biflorus  Cushion Bush 

45 Westringea fruticosa ‘Deep Purple’ Coastal Rosemary  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

15 

 
Fig. 7: Native-dominated section of the rockery. I replaced large shrubs with smaller more compact shrubs and groundcovers to 
accentuate the rocks. I also progressively shaped existing smaller shrubs into tight spheres and ovals to mirror the form of the 
rocks for visual effect. 
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Fig. 8: Native-dominated section of the rockery. Large unruly shrubs removed and replaced with an assortment of grey and 
green shrubs and groundcovers punctuated by the occasional Lomandra ‘Lime Tuff’ (Lomandra longifolia x confertifolia subsp. 
pallida). Camellias, Magnolias, and Correas at the rear were pruned and shaped to create a clear discernable structure. 
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Fig. 9: Native-dominated section. Old woody Crimson Bottlebrush (Melaleuca citrinus), Hebe (Hebe sp.) and Cockspur 
(Plectranthus parviflorus) were removed. Large amounts of soil and aggregate was removed to prevent further erosion and to 
stabilize the banking and accentuate rocks. Drainage line with ag-pipe and gravel was installed to channel water flow off the 
green. Moisture-tolerant natives were planted – Swamp Banksia (Banksia robur), Lomandra ‘Little Con’, and Creeping Boobialla 
(Myoporum parvifolium).    
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Fig. 10: The interface between the native-dominated section and northern hemisphere woodland section. A large weedy Sweet 
Pittosporum (Pittosporum undulatum) was removed, Camellias were pruned to two-thirds of their height (the particularly 
spindly Camellias were removed), an understory of Blackberry (Rubus fruticosis agg.), Sweet Violet (Viola odorata), English Ivy 
(Hedera helix) and Canna Lily (Canna x generalis) was also removed. Magnolias were uplifted to encourage a tree-like form. 
Understory plants were then planted with the smallest closest the path, and largest towards the centre of the garden. These 
species were: Bugleherb (Ajuga reptans), Cockspur (Plectranthus ‘Mona Lavender’), Snake Vine (Hibbertia scandens), Winter 
Daphne (Daphne odora), and Purple Torch (Bartlettina sordida).   
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Fig. 11: Northern hemisphere woodland section adjacent to 3

rd
 tee path. Camellias pruned into balls and fertilised with a layer 

of rich compost, and a seasonal application of NPK fertilizer to encourage lush growth and flower production. Oak leaves 
removed from bed and replaced with wood chip mulch. Cape Iris (Dietes iridioides) removed due to their size, age, thatchiness 
and weediness. An understory of drought-tolerant Creeping Boobialla (Myoporum parvifolium) and Yellow Buttons 
(Chrysocephalum apiculatum) planted to accentuate Camellias, stabilize eroding bank, and provide visual contrast in what is a 
predominately dry area characterized by poor sandy soil.      
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Fig. 12: Northern hemisphere section of the rockery before and after the removal of two large Common Lilly Pilly’s (Syzygium 
australe). They were not suitable species for the rockery and so had to be removed. 
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Fig. 13: Re-routing of slotted agricultural piping from the green to feed plants in the garden bed. Previously, the water was directly 
pumped into the gutter, creating odorous and anaerobic (an absence of free oxygen) conditions. Additionally, I thought this was a 
great way to re-use otherwise wasted water.  

 
 

 

 
Fig. 14: Early stages of the development of the cascading water feature. The slotted agricultural pipe feeds the plants, with the 
excess water draining into the gutter via an attractive water feature. I re-routed the agricultural pipe to a shadier location so that I 
could plant shade and moisture-loving plants around the water feature, giving it a soft, lush green aesthetic.  
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Fig. 15: Cascading water feature in action. I embellished the water feature using Native Violet (Viola hederacea), Lomandra 
‘Lime Tuff’, Cushion Bush (Scleranthus biflorus), Soft Tree Fern (Dicksonia antarctica), and Water Fern (Blechnum gibbum).  
 
 

 
Fig. 16: Northern Hemisphere woodland section of the rockery taking shape. Removal of the large Lilly Pilly’s opened up the 
area significantly, providing a distinct separation between the understory plants and the oak trees.   
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Fig. 17: Fire-hydrant garden featuring a small Japanese Box (Buxus micropylla var. japonica) hedge encircling Yellow Clivia (Clivia 
miniata) and Native Violet (Viola hederacea). This garden was previously planted out with annuals, mostly Pansies and 
Marigolds.   
 

 
Fig. 18: Native-dominated section. This part of the rockery was completely bare when I arrived, giving me a blank slate to work 
with. I planted Grevillea ‘Poorinda Royal Mantle’ due to its cascading habit and for its reddish foliage and flowers (which bring 
out the red in the honeycomb rock). Dichondra ‘Silver Falls’ was used as an abrupt contrast in terms of both foliage shape and 
colour - its cascading habit being perfect for rockeries. Later I added three Creeping Banksia (Banksia petiolaris), to add height 
and visual interest to this high traffic area adjacent to the practice green.    
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Fig. 19: Northern hemisphere woodland section. The Camellias and moss-covered rocks under the 
gnarled deciduous canopies of the Pin Oaks are striking. I would like to embellish this section with 
the addition of Rhododendrons (Azalea spp.) and/or Daphne (Daphne spp.).   
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Fig. 20: Dichondra ‘Silver Falls’ living up to its name behind a sea of Thin-leafed Creeping 
Boobialla (Myoporum parvifolium). I think this contrast looks superb, particularly in the rockery 
setting.   
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3.3: 3rd Tee Garden 
 

The motivation behind renovating this garden bed was to: 1) bring the two tees together visually; 2) allow 
more air-flow and sunlight onto the upper tee for the purposes of tee health; 3) accentuate the Crepe 
Myrtles (Lagerstroemia sp.); and 4) to remove and replace overgrown woody shrubs with lower growing 
plants. I was told that the Coastal Rosemary hedge (Westringea fruticosa) at the back had to remain – 
despite its poor health and form – and so I designed an enhancement plan around it. In keeping with the 
lay of the land, I decided to place the plants in order of height, with the tallest at the back (closest to the 
Westringea hedge) and the lowest growing at the front (at the lower tee interface).   
 
For floral effect, I planted three clusters of five red-flowering Kangaroo Paws (Anigozanthos ‘Big Red’) in-
between the Crepe Myrtles (Lagerstroemias sp.). I then planted a line of yellow-flowering Creeping Banksia 
(Banksia repens) that meanders through the Crepe Myrtles. In front of this I planted Blue Fan Flower 
(Scaevola aemula). Closest to the interface with the lower tee I planted white-flowering Creeping Boobialla 
(Myoporum parvifolium). The idea behind this planting was to create a tiered garden that not only mirrors 
the lay of the land, but also produces a colourful, bird- and bee-attracting, floral display.  

 
Table 1.3: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’ Dwarf Willow Myrtle  

2 Alyogyne huegelii Lilac Hibiscus 

3 Dianella caerulea Blue Flax Lily 

4 Grevillea banksii x G. bipinnatifida Grevillea ‘Superb’ 

5 Lagerstroemia sp.  Crepe Myrtle 

6 Westringea fruticosa Coastal Rosemary  

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Anigozanthos ‘Big Red’ Kangaroo Paw 

2 Banksia repens Creeping Banksia 

3 Lagerstroemia sp.  Crepe Myrtle 

4 Myoporum parvifolium  Creeping Boobialla 

5 Scaevola aemula ‘Aussie Crawl’ Fan Flower 

6 Westringea fruticosa Coastal Rosemary 
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 Fig. 21: 3

rd
 Tee garden bed before and after renovation. Eventually the groundcovers will fill out the garden. Hopefully with the 

addition of seaweed fertiliser and slow release fertiliser for natives, the Coastal Rosemary hedge will improve. However, I am 
not confident of this.  
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3.4: 5th Green/6th Tee Gardens 
 

This area was not vegetated prior to the garden renovation; it remains a work in progress.  
 
Hairpin Banksia (Banksia spinulosa ‘Cherry Candles’) and Creeping Tick Bush (Kunzea ambigua ‘Prostrate’) 
were planted to vegetate the bank overlooking the 5th green. These species are low-growing and designed 
to complement the gradient, thus framing the hole. The feature garden in the centre of the oval-shaped 
path directly between the 5th green and the 6th tee was also planted out. The species chosen for this 
location were: Native Fuschia (Correa reflexa), Acacia ‘Little Cog’ (Acacia cognata), and a single Dwarf 
Chinese Elm (Ulmus parvifolia ‘Todd’).    

 
Table 1.4: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

 N/A  

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Acacia cognata ‘Little Cog’ Narrow-leaf Bower Wattle 

2 Banksia spinulosa ‘Cherry Candles’  Hairpin Banksia 

3 Correa reflexa  Native Fuschia 

4 Kunzea ambigua ‘Prostrate’ Tickbush 

5 Ulmus parvifolia ‘Todd’ Chinese Elm 

 
 

 
    Fig. 22: Seaonsal employee Tom assisting with the 5

th
 Green/6

th
 Tee renovations.  

 

 



 

29 

3.5: 8th Tee Garden 
 
Prior to its renovation, the 8th tee garden bed was dominated by two species - Weeping Bottlebrush 
(Melaleuca viminalis) and Grevillea ‘Superb’ (Grevillea banksii x G. bipinnatifida). These species display 
virtually the same coloured foliage and similar coloured inflorescences. This had resulted in a garden that 
lacked contrast and visual allure. The Grevillea ‘Superb’ were very old, woody, and diseased, and required 
immediate replacement. The Weeping Bottlebrush behind the path were trimmed into a stepped-hedge, 
whilst the Weeping Bottlebrush plants in the garden bed itself, being too large and dominant for the size of 
the bed, were pruned heavily into a hedge to mirror the newly stepped-hedge at the back. A single Brush 
Box (Lophostemon confertus) and a few tufts of Blue Flax-lily (Dianella caerulea) were also removed. 
 
The reasons for redesigning this bed were: 1) to open up the view from the path down to the 8th hole; 2) to 
create contrast and visual interest within the bed; and 3) to marry the garden bed conceptually with the 
12th garden bed across the tee complex. With the neatly trimmed emerald-green bottlebrush hedge at the 
rear framing the garden bed, I could then choose an assemblage of low-growing grey and green foliaged 
species for contrast in both flowers and form. I also added honeycomb rocks in groupings of three, and 
inter-planted these with Silver Dichondra (Dichondra argenta ‘Silver Falls’). As the Dichondra grow, they’ll 
cascade over the honeycomb rocks, offsetting the rigidity of the stepped Bottlebrush hedge, and thus 
bringing balance of texture and form to the bed.      
 
Table 1.5: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Dianella caerulea Blue Flax Lily 

2 Grevillea banksii x bipinnatifida  Grevillea ‘Superb’  

3 Hakea salicifolia  Willow-leaved Hakea  

4 Lophostemon confertus  Brush Box  

5 Melaleuca viminalis  Weeping Bottlebrush  

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Banksia petiolaris Creeping Banksia 

2 Correa alba White Correa 

3 Dichondra argenta ‘Silver Falls’  Silver Dichondra  

4 Goodenia ovata ‘Prostrate’  Hop Goodenia  

5 Hakea salicifolia  Willow-leaved Hakea  

6 Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’ Thin-leaved Mat Rush 

7 Melaleuca viminalis Weeping Bottlebrush  

8 Westringea fruticosa ‘Deep Purple’ Coastal Rosemary  
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Fig. 23: Weeping Bottlebrush (Melaleuca viminalis) hedge on the left trimmed into stepped form. On the right it has been hard-
pruned so as to better fit the garden bed and to match the hedge on the right.  

 
 



 

31 

 
Fig. 24: Before - Old, woody, and diseased Grevilleas were removed and replaced whilst a sharp curvilinear border was cut-in. 
After - Weeping Bottlebrush (Melaleuca viminalis) hedge at the back trimmed into stepped form. Rocks, mulch, and grey and 
green foliage plants added. The emerald green bottlebrush hedge at the rear will frame the lower growing species closer to the 
tee.  This garden bed, once established, will exhibit red, straw-yellow, gold, white and purple flowers and a range of different 
shaped foliage for visual interest.      
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3.6: 9th Tee Garden (Along walking track from 10th green to 11th tee) 
 
The 9th Tee garden appeared completely absent of structure, with a distinct lack of design principles 
making it difficult to impose a definitive theme. It was also very messy and confusing on the eye, 
comprising a mixture of exotic trees and shrubs (from maples to cypresses), natives, grasses, and large 
woody weeds - including a number of large blackberry bushes (Rubus fruticosa agg.). A significant problem 
was the close proximity of large grass-type species, shrubs, and trees to the path. Prior to renovating this 
bed, I had been regularly hedging the plants and trees back to their woody stems to clear the path for 
access by members and maintenance staff. This was unfeasible for both practical and aesthetic reasons.   
 
This garden bed presented an opportunity for a less-is-more approach. I chose four existing species, and 
removed the rest, pruning and trimming the existing species to create distinct layers. The species retained 
were:  Heath-leaved Banksia (Banksia ericifolia), Hairpin Banksia (Banksia spinulosa), White Correa (Correa 
alba) and Thin-leaved Mat Rush (Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’). The taller Banksia specimens were stripped 
of dead-wood, old seed-cones, and parallel branches, and uplifted to provide a view of the water. The 
White Correa were shaped into spheres and ovals and the Thin-leaved Mat-rush divided and replanted 
across the bed. The Thin-leaved Mat-rush will grow and in time flesh-out into a lush, grassy, lime-green 
understory.    
 
Due to erosion issues, I emplaced a number of large rocks at the water line and inter-planted with the 
sediment-binding Tall Sedge (Carex appressa) for slope stabilization. I built a creek-bed of large rocks and 
gravels to channel the water running off the path, and planted sediment-binding species (Creeping 
Boobialla – Myoporum parvifolium, and Lomandra ‘Lime Tuff’) on either side to prevent an erosional 
(alluvial) fan from developing. I envision that the addition of large rocks and sediment-binding species will 
provide a strong, yet natural barrier to potential erosion from the scheduled re-routing of the drainage line 
running down from High Street Road.   
 
In terms of future works, I would recommend the removal of both Chinese Fringe-flower (Loropetalum 
chinense) and Abelia (Abelia x grandiflora) on the opposite side of the path. This would emphasize 
thematic continuity, enhance flow, and reduce visual confusion along the path. Ideally, these species 
would be replaced with Dwarf Banksias, Thin-leaved Lomandra, and Creeping Boobialla.  
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Table 1.6: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Acer sp.  Maple 

2 Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’ Dwarf Willow Myrtle 

3 Banksia ericifolia Heath Banksia 

4 Banksia spinulosa Hairpin Banksia 

5 Correa alba White Correa 

6 Cupressus arizonica  Arizona Cypress 

7 Cupressus sempervirens ‘Swanes 
Gold’ 

Golden Pencil Pine 

8 Grevillea banksii x bipinnatifida Grevillea ‘Superb’ 

9 Hakea laurina Pin-cushion Hakea 

10 Lagerstroemia sp.  Crepe Myrtle 

11 Lomandra longifolia Mat-rush 

12 Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’ Thin-leaved Mat-rush 

13 Pinus radiata  Monterrey Pine 

14 Schoenoplectus validus River Club Rush 

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Banksia ericifolia Heath Banksia 

2 Banksia spinulosa Hairpin Banksia 

3 Carex appressa Tall Sedge 

4 Correa alba White Correa 

5 Isopogon anethifolius  Narrow-leaved Drumsticks 

6 Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’ Thin-leaved Lomandra 

7 Lomandra longifolia x confertifolia 
subsp. pallida  

Lomandra ‘Lime Tuff’ 

8 Myoporum parvifolium  Creeping Boobialla 

9 Schoenoplectus validus River Club Rush 
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Fig. 25: Sometimes a simpler garden is a better garden. The renovated garden has eliminated confusion and messiness, 
improved accessibility, reduced maintenance, emphasized banksia form and flowers, exposed the water as a key feature, and 
cemented a distinct theme: native grassy heathland.   
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Fig. 26: Blackberry (Rubus fruticosa agg.), Dwarf Willow Myrtle (Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’), Creek Mat-rush (Lomandra hystrix), 
Mat-rush (Lomandra longifolia), Arizona Cypress (Cupressus arizonica), Crepe Myrtle (Lagerstroemia sp.), Golden Wattle (Acacia 
longifolia) and other species removed. Replaced by a simple understory of Thin-leaved Mat-rush (Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’), 
and at the waterline, Tall Sedge (Carex appressa). The locally native River Club Rush (Schoenoplectus validus) persists at the 
waterline.     
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Fig. 27: Cleared, mulched and replanted. Note the creek-bed drainage line installed to carry water from the path into the pond. 
This creek bed of large rocks, smaller rocks and gravels has been reinforced on either side by sediment-binding groundcovers 
and dwarf mat-rushes. Note: the Swanes Golden Pencil Pine (Cupressus sempervirens) and the deciduous Maple (Acer sp.) on 
the left of the bed have now been removed, bolstering the ‘native grassy heathland’ theme.  
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3.7: 12th Tee Garden 
 
The 12th tee garden, similar to the garden behind the 9th, had no discernable structure, was completely 
overgrown, and contained an amalgamation of non-complementary species. In order to marry the 12th 
garden bed to its sister bed behind the 8th tee, most of the plants needed to be removed. Additionally, the 
height of the garden needed to be curtailed due to: a) adverse effects to tee health from inhibited airflow; 
2) the non-compatibility of the garden with lay of the land; and 3) an iconic River Red Gum (Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis) – my favourite tree on the course – being hidden from view. The River Red Gum in 
question, positioned across the 11th approach, can now be seen in all its charismatically gnarled glory. 
 
An excavator was employed to remove a host of overgrown and undesirable Mat-rush (Lomandra 
longifolia) specimens. I also removed all Native Hibiscus (Alyogyne huegelii), Dwarf Willow Myrtle (Agonis 
flexuosa ‘Nana’), Blue Flax-lily (Dianella caerulea) and some Grevillea ‘Superb’ plants. This was necessary as 
the garden had been overplanted with species too tall and imposing for the bed. White Correa (Correa 
alba) and the healthier Grevillea ‘Superb’ specimens were retained, and were heavily pruned into shape. 
                 
 
I then tiered the garden bed with rocks for visual interest, and also to prevent mulch and soil from washing 
out onto the path. I subsequently planted a number of smaller-sized native species including: Narrow-
leaved Drumsticks (Isopogon anethifolius), Coastal Rosemary (Westringea fruticosa ‘Deep Purple’), and 
Creeping Boobialla (Myoporum parvifolium). Once established, this garden will exhibit elements of a native 
cottage-style garden. The restrained spontaneity of Kangaroo Paw, Dampiera, and Snake Vine, will be held 
in check by the reliable thematic stalwarts of White Correa and Westringea ‘Deep Purple’.  
 
Table 1.7: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’ Willow Myrtle 

2 Alyogyne huegelii Native Hibiscus 

3 Correa alba White Correa 

4 Dianella caerulea Blue Flax-lily 

5 Grevillea banksii x bipinnatifida Grevillea ‘Superb’ 

6 Lomandra longifolia Mat-rush 

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Anigozanthos ‘Big Red’  Kangaroo Paw 

2 Banksia spinulosa ‘Birthday Candles’ Hairpin Banksia 

3 Correa alba White Correa 

4 Dampiera purpurea  Dampiera 

5 Dichondra argenta Dichondra ‘Silver Falls’  

6 Grevillea banksii x bipinnatifida Grevillea ‘Superb’ 

7 Hibbertia scandens Snake Vine 

8 Isopogon anethifolius  Narrow-leaved Drumsticks 

9 Myoporum parvifolium  Creeping Boobialla 

10 Westringea fruticosa ‘Deep Purple’ Coastal Rosemary  
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Fig. 28: The gradual evolution of this garden bed over time – from complete chaos to a discernable structure that 
compliments both the curvilinear aesthetics of the tee complex and the 8

th
 garden bed opposite.   
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Fig. 29: Prior to installation of the rock wall, and after. Note the hard-pruning of the White Correa (Correa alba) in the bottom-
right of frame - an example of a species that responds well to hard-pruning. Also note the Creeping Boobialla (Myoporum 
parvifolium) along the edge of the path. Not only is it a great weed suppressant, but it also prevents mulch and soil from 
washing out onto the path. Creeping Boobialla produces a carpet of white star-shaped flowers in summer.   
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Fig. 30: Removal of old, overgrown Mat-rush (Lomandra longifolia) is something I have been doing since the start - a generic, 
outdated, and weedy species which can, in my opinion, be substituted for far more subtle and desirable grass-type plants.     
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Fig. 31: This garden, pre-renovation was having adverse impacts on tee health, with excess shade (particularly in winter) 
encouraging fungal infections and patchiness in the turf-grass. With the Dwarf Willow Myrtle (Agonis flexuosa  ‘Nana’) now 
cleared, one can look across the 11

th
 approach to the magnificent River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) – perhaps my 

favourite tree on the course.    
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3.8: 13th Upper and Lower Tee Gardens 
 
Upper Tee: The garden bed separating the back of the 12th green from the 13th upper tee was renovated 
after two old and damaged Cypress trees were removed. This presented a good opportunity to re-imagine 
the space.   
 
I planted a thicket of Grevillea ‘Moonlight’ (Grevillea whiteana) designed to frame the 12th green and to 
provide a profusion of bright yellow bird-attracting flowers all-year-round. Behind these, I planted Illawarra 
Flame Trees (Brachychiton acerifolius) donated by club member Albert Armstrong to provide a backdrop 
for the Grevilleas. Illawarra Flame Trees are a superbly ornamental tree, dropping their leaves in late spring 
whilst simultaneously flowering, producing a plethora of bright-red bell-shaped flowers that can truly 
illuminate a landscape.  
 
When fully grown, the garden bed facing the 13th upper tee will appear tiered, with Dwarf Hairpin Banksia 
(Banksia spinulosa ‘Cherry Candles’) closest to the paths edge, followed by a jagged row of Dwarf Coastal 
Rosemary (Westringea fruticosa ‘Zena’), and with Illawarra Flame Trees providing the backdrop. Across the 
path in the bed adjacent to the train line, I have retained a planting of Slender Velvety Bush (Lasiopetalum 
baueri) and extended this bed by planting Salmon Correa (Correa pulchella ‘Pink Mist’), Dwarf Hairpin 
Banksia, Creeping Boobialla (Myoporum parvifolium) and at the back, a single Illawarrra Flame Tree to 
balance out the two I planted on the other side of the path.              
 
Lower Tee: Originally consisting of a mixture of random indiscriminately planted species, the 13th lower tee 
garden did not appear to have any discernable structure or theme. I removed virtually everything and 
started anew, replacing what was a dull, overgrown, and heavily shaded garden, with a low-growing open 
garden dominated by Common Tussock (Poa labillardieri), Bracken (Pteridium esculentum), various Correa 
species (Correa spp.), Creeping Boobialla (Myoporum parvifolium), and Creeping Saltbush (Rhagodia 
spinescens) - the latter I planted for colour contrast. The lower-growing sloping bed now feeds into the 
surrounding landscape, enhancing continuity and flow. This renovation has resulted in the turf receiving 
greater sunlight and airflow, reducing fungal infection and patchiness.   
 
Table 1.8: Species – Upper Tee  

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Cupressus arizonica ‘Glauca’ Blue Arizona Cypress 

2 Cupressus macrocarpa Monterrey Cypress 

3 Lasiopetalum baueri   Slender Velvet Bush 

4 Pinus thunbergii  Japanese Black Pine 

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Banksia spinulosa ‘Cherry Candles’  Hairpin Banksia 

2 Brachychiton acerifolius Illawarra Flame Tree 

3 Correa pulchella  Salmon Correa 

4 Grevillea whiteana Grevillea ‘Moonlight’ 

5 Lasiopetalum baueri Slender Velvet Bush 

6 Myoporum parvifolium  Creeping Boobialla 

7 Pinus thunbergii  Japanese Black Pine 

8 Westringea fruticosa ‘Zena’ Coastal Rosemary  
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Table 1.9: Species – Lower Tee 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Agapanthus sp. Agapanthus 

2 Coleonema pulchellum Diosma 

3 Corymbia eximia  Yellow-flowering Gum 

4 Dianella caerulea  Blue Flax-lily 

5 Echium candicans Pride of Madeira  

6 Fraxinus oxycarpa ssp. aug. Desert Ash 

7 Grevillea banksii x bipinnatifida  Grevillea ‘Superb’  

8 Grevillea robusta Silky Oak 

9 Leptospermum flavescens ‘Cardwell’ Tea Tree 

10 Lomandra longifolia Mat-rush 

11 Murraya paniculata  Orange Jessamine 

12 Pinus radiata Monterrey Pine 

13 Pittosporum undulatum  Sweet Pittosporum  

14 Pteridium esculentum  Bracken Fern 

15 Syzygium australe Creek Lilly-pilly 

16 Waterhousea floribunda Weeping Lilly-pilly 

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Adenanthos sericeus  Woolly Bush 

2 Banksia robur  Swamp Banksia 

3 Banksia spinulosa ‘Birthday Candles’ Hairpin Banksia 

4 Carpobrotus glaucescens  Pigs Face 

5 Correa pulchella ‘Pink Mist’ Salmon Correa 

6 Correa reflexa var. nummarifolia  Roundleaf Correa 

7 Dianella caerulea  Blue Flax-lily 

8 Grevillea curviloba ‘Flat Jack’ Curved-leaf Grevillea 

9 Hardenbergia violacea Happy Wanderer 

10 Hibbertia scandens  Snake Vine 

11 Kunzea ambigua ‘Prostrate’  Tick Bush 

12 Myoporum parvifolium  Creeping Boobialla 

13 Poa labillardieri  Common Tussock 

14 Poa poiformis  Coastal Tussock 

15 Pittosporum undulatum  Sweet Pittosporum  

16 Pteridium esculentum  Bracken Fern 

17 Rhagodia spinescens  Creeping Saltbush 

18 Westringea fruticosa ‘Deep Purple’ Coastal Rosemary 
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Fig. 32: Upper Tee - Monterrey Cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa) and Blue Arizona Cypress (Cupressus arizonica ‘Glauca’) 
removed due to age. On the 12

th
 green side (right) 10 x Grevillea ‘Moonlight’ (Grevillea whiteana selected form) were planted. 2 

x Illawarra Flame Trees (Brachychiton acerifolius) were planted in the centre of the bed, acting as a backdrop for the Dwarf 
Coastal Rosemary (Westringea fruticosa ‘Zena’) and dwarf Hairpin Banksia (Banksia spinulosa ‘Cherry Candles’) planted at front. 
These complementary species, planted in order of height with the largest at the rear, will provide orange, white, red, and 
yellow flowers and a diversity of shape and leaf form for visual interest. 
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Fig. 33: Lower Tee – I dedicated many hours to re-landscaping this tee to emphasise/reinforce the contours of the tee and 
surrounding rough. The weedy Silky Oaks (Grevillea robusta) were removed, the generic Crimson Bottlebrush (Melaleuca 
citrinus) and Weeping Bottlebrush (Melaleuca viminalis) were removed, and the Mat-rush (Lomandra longifolia) removed. I 
reduced the height of the bed significantly in order to draw the eye to the beautiful Yellow-flowering Gums (Corymbia eximia) 
on the opposite side of the tee.  My goal was to create a cascading embankment dominated by wispy ornamental grasses and 
profusely flowering small shrubs and groundcovers.  
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Fig. 34: Originally an assortment of non-complementary plants and weeds with no discernable structure, I removed everything 
aside from the remnant Bracken (Pteridium esculentum) and encouraged its growth. Now it works as a lush green understory 
beneath the uplifted Yellow-flowering Gums (Corymbia eximia).   
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Fig. 35: I gradually removed existing plants, and planted much smaller, more compact species in their place. I also constructed a 
path using Lilydale toppings in order to dissuade golfers from stepping inside the garden bed. The path weaves through a series 
of rocks I placed at the start of the bed for visual interest.  
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3.9: 14th Fence-line and Garden  
 
The 14th fence-line was overgrown with woody weeds such as Desert Ash (Fraxinus oxycarpa subsp. 
augustifolia). This was removed, exposing a thicket of remnant Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca ericifolia). 
Due to the flood-prone nature of the area, I planted Broom Rush (Juncus sarophorus) to help bind the 
sediment, and so reducing soil erosion into the creek. Broom Rush also has the advantage of filtering out 
pollutants in the water by binding chemicals within its root-zone, allowing microbes to then break the 
chemicals down3. Broom Rush is native to Melbourne, providing valuable habitat for local water-birds and 
amphibians.      
 
The large garden bed separating the 14th green from the 15th upper tee required a complete renovation. 
The dying Pines at the rear were removed for both safety and aesthetic purposes. The bottom half of the 
garden, consisting primarily of Crimson Bottlebrush (Melaleuca citrinus), Swamp She-oak (Casuarina 
glauca), and Cumbungi (Typha spp.) required a complete overhaul. A landscape plan was drawn up by 
course architect Paul Mogford and myself, and within a number of months, a new garden, featuring Crepe 
Myrtles (Lagerstroemia sp.) and Dwarf Eucalypts (Eucalyptus spp.) perforating clustered swards of Coastal 
Tussock (Poa poiformis), had been constructed. At the water-line we used an excavator to reduce the 
gradient, and planted it out with a mixture of Pale Rush (Juncus pallidus) and Broom Rush for the reasons 
mentioned in the above paragraph.   
 
At the margins of the Crepe-Eucalyptus-Poa themed garden, I planted Dwarf Hairpin Banksias (Banksia 
spinulosa ‘Birthday Candles’) and the silver-foliaged Yellow Buttons (Chrysocephalum apiculatum) for 
contrast. At the top of the bed – on the northern side of the new ladies path – the understory theme 
shifted from the more rustic Coastal Tussock, to a more garden-esque planting of Thin-leaved Lomandra 
(Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’) and glossy-leaved, yellow-flowering Prostrate Hop Goodenia (Goodenia 
ovata ‘Prostrate’). This subtle yet noticeable transition provides thematic continuity, whilst also allowing 
for species diversity. 
 
The 14th Garden was designed with a few things in mind. Firstly, as part of a plan to ‘future-proof’ the golf 
course, we opted to use a combination of hardy locally native species and cultivars suitable for current and 
future (hotter and drier4) conditions. Secondly, as part of a plan to integrate more grass and grass-like 
species into the golf course for aesthetic purposes. And thirdly, as part of a broader course-wide operation 
to shift the general theme of the gardens away from domineering hedges and large bulky shrubs (such as 
Bottlebrush, Hakea, and Photinia) to more aesthetically nuanced species assemblages that provide more 
visual diversity, novelty, and ecosystem complexity.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

49 

 
Table 1.10: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Casuarina glauca Swamp She-oak 

2 Coprosma repens Mirror Bush 

3 Cyperus eragrostis  Tall Flatsedge 

4 Fraxinus oxycarpa subsp. augustifolia Desert Ash  

5 Genista monspessullana French Broom 

6 Hakea gibbosa  Rock Hakea 

7 Lagerstroemia sp.  Crepe Myrtle 

8 Lomandra longifolia Mat-rush 

9 Melaleuca citrinus  Crimson Bottlebrush 

10 Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark  

11 Melaleuca viminalis Weeping Bottlebrush 

12 Phragmites australis Common Reed 

13 Pinus radiata    Radiata Pine 

14 Pittosporum undulatum  Sweet Pittosporum  

15 Typha sp.  Cumbungi 

16 Zantedeschia aethiopica Arum Lily  

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Banksia spinulosa ‘Birthday Candles’ Dwarf Hairpin Banksia 

 Brachychiton acerifolius Illawarra Flame Tree 

2 Carex appressa Tall Sedge 

3 Chrysocephalum apiculatum Yellow Buttons 

4 Eucalyptus leucoxylon var. 
megalocarpa ‘Rosea’ 

Red Flowering Yellow Gum 

5 Eucalyptus leucoxylon spp. connata Yellow Gum 

6 Goodenia ovata ‘Prostrate’  Prostrate Hop Goodenia  

7 Jacaranda mimosifolia  Jacaranda  

8 Juncus pallidus Pale Rush 

9 Juncus sarophorus  Broom Rush 

10 Lagerstroemia sp.  Crepe Myrtle 

11 Leucadendron salignum Yellow Cone Bush 

12 Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’ Thin-leaved Lomandra 

13 Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark  

14 Poa labillardieri  Common Tussock Grass 

15 Poa poiformis Coastal Tussock Grass 

 
 
 
 
 



 

50 

 
Fig. 36: Ecological Restoration against the fence-line on the 14

th
. I removed woody weeds (Desert Ash - Fraxinus oxycarpa subsp. 

augustifolia, Blackberry – Rubus fruticosa agg, Mirror Bush – Coprosma repens, and French Broom – Genista monspessulana), 
smoothed out the banking for the benefit of local amphibians, and planted the locally native freshwater Broom Rush (Juncus 
sarophorus). Broom Rush not only binds sediment, reducing erosion and mitigating storm damage, but acts to clean the water 
by chemical break-down of pollutants via its extensive rhizomes.     
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Fig. 37: Large bulky shrubs and trees replaced with strategically placed Dwarf Eucalypts (Eucalyptus spp.) and Crepe Myrtles 
(Lagerstroemia ssp.). The idea behind this was to create two distinct layers within the bed – an overstorey of pink, purple and 
white flowering Crepe Myrtles and pink flowering, gnarly-trunked Eucalyptus, rising from a ground-layer of wispy grasses and 
sedges.   
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Fig. 38: Top – during excavation and infill; Bottom – the new garden bed a few months after planting.  
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Fig. 39: We smoothed out the soil at the water-line, reducing the gradient. We then planted Rushes (Juncus spp.), a genus with 
soil-binding rhizomes that have evolved to withstand flash-flooding. They also have the added benefit of reducing gullying and 
other erosional processes.  

 
 

Fig. 40: Volunteer gardeners assisting with the planting. 



 

54 

 

 
Fig. 41: All plants in the ground and awaiting mulch.  
 

Fig. 42: Tall Sedge (Carex appressa) framing the 14
th

 green nicely.  
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Fig. 43: The understory beginning to develop. I recently subdivided and re-planted eighty Coastal Tussock (Poa poiformis) plants 
to fill in the gaps.  
 

 
Fig. 44: The volunteer gardening group assisted me in planting Pale Rush (Juncus pallidus) and Broom Rush (Juncus sarophorus) 
along the bank.  
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3.10: 15th Lower Tee 

 

The 15th lower tee garden did not require a major renovation. It did however require a considerable amount 
of hard-pruning and shaping of existing shrubs. I hedged the White Correa (Correa alba) at approximately 
one metre off the ground, and meticulously pruned the Heath-leaved Banksias (Banksia ericifolia), removing 
dead wood, old seed cones, and parallel and unruly branches. An initial hard-prune, followed by continual 
shaping, has resulted in relatively dense, shapely shrubs that now occupy distinct layers. These layers are as 
follows: Yellow Buttons (Chrysocephalum apiculatum) and Happy Wanderer (Hardenbergia violacea ‘Mini 
Ha-Ha’) as the ground layer, White Correa and Willow Myrtle (Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’) as the first (lower) 
shrub layer, with the Heath-leaved Banksias as the second (higher) shrub layer. The result is a structured and 
open garden bed that emphasizes flowers, form (notice the brilliantly twisted Banksia trunks emerging from 
the White Correa), flow and restraint.   
 

Table 1.11: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’ Dwarf Willow Myrtle 

2 Alyogyne huegelii Native Hibiscus 

3 Banksia ericifolia  Heath-leaved Banksia  

4 Correa alba White Correa 

5 Dianella caerulea Blue Flax-lily  

6 Eucalyptus camaludensis  River Red Gum  

7 Grevillea banksii x binnatifida  Grevillea ‘Superb’ 

8 Iris sp.  Blue Iris 

9 Lomandra longifolia Mat-rush 

10 Melaleuca citrinus Crimson Bottlebrush 

11 Melaleuca viminalis  Weeping Bottlebrush 

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’  Dwarf Willow Myrtle  

2 Banksia ericifolia  Heath-leaved Banksia  

3 Chrysocephalum apiculatum  Yellow Buttons 

4 Correa alba White Correa 

5 Correa reflexa  Native Fuschia 

6 Eucalyptus camaludensis  River Red Gum  

7 Grevillea banksii x binnatifida  Grevillea ‘Superb’ 

8 Hardenbergia violacea ‘Mini Ha-Ha’ Happy Wanderer 

9 Iris sp.  Blue Iris 

10 Lomandra longifolia Mat-rush 

11 Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’  Thin-leaved Mat-rush 

12 Melaleuca citrinus Crimson Bottlebrush 

13 Melaleuca viminalis  Weeping Bottlebrush 

14 Rhagodia spinescens  Creeping Saltbush  
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Fig. 45: I am personally very fond of White Correa (Correa alba) and Heath-leaved Banksia (Banksia ericifolia) together. I wanted 
to get the best out of these two species and really reinforce the contrast of colour and form which makes these species work so 
well together. This meant a great deal of pruning, and the creation of distinct layers within the garden.   
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Fig. 46: The view from the 15
th

 bridge. All existing plants were drastically reduced in size and shaped to promote flowers and 
form instead of masses of unrestrained foliage.   
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Fig. 47: View from the 14
th

 garden bed - unstructured chaos morphs into restrained order.     
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3.11: 16th Tee Garden 
 
The 16th tee garden consisted of a number of Grevilleas, Banksias, and exotics planted by garden volunteer 
John Foley. A number of the exotics were struggling under the challenging conditions that characterize this 
garden bed: dry nutrient poor soil, a north-facing slope, and a large Brush Box (Lophostemon confertus), 
consuming what little water was available. The struggling plants were subsequently removed. A Peruvian 
Pepper-tree (Schinus molle) was also removed from the centre of the bed because of its unsuitability for 
the position, whilst the seat was shifted to the back of the garden bed for both visual and practical reasons.       
 
I decided to redesign this garden bed for the following reasons: 1) to reduce erosion of soil and mulch onto 
the path; 2) to utilize water running down the 16th path during rainfall events to water the garden bed 
instead of it being lost to the rough; and 3) in order to plant a tiered garden of complementary hardy 
native plants suitable for the intense summer heat and dry soil conditions. I also wanted to emphasize a 
particularly vigourous Dwarf Hairpin Banksia plant (Banksia spinulosa ‘Birthday Candles’) which had 
previously been overshadowed by the Pepper Tree and a number of poorly placed Knobby Club-rush 
(Ficinia nodosa).          

 

Table 1.12: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Acacia cognata ‘Mini Cog’ Narrow-leaf Bower Wattle 

2 Banksia spinulosa ‘Cherry Candles’ Dwarf Hairpin Banksia  

3 Delosperma cooperi Ice Plant 

4 Ficinia nodosa  Knobby Club-rush  

5 Grevillea sp.  Grevillea  

7 Schinus molle Peruvian Pepper-tree 

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Acacia cognata ‘Mini Cog’ Narrow-leaf Bower Wattle 

2 Banksia robur Swamp Banksia 

3 Banksia spinulosa ‘Cherry Candles’ Dwarf Hairpin Banksia  

4 Delosperma cooperi Ice Plant 

5 Ficinia nodosa  Knobby Club-rush  

6 Grevillea sp.  Grevillea  

8 Lomandra confertifolia ‘Seascape’ Mat-rush  

9 Myoporum parvifolium  Creeping Boobialla  

10 Westringea fruticosa ‘Zena’ Dwarf Coastal Rosemary  
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Fig. 48: The Peruvian Pepper-tree (Schinus molle) was too large for the position. Additionally, peppercorns falling onto the path 
posed a safety issue, particularly for elderly members and patrons. Some Knobby Club-rush (Ficinia nodosa) were removed, the 
rest were moved to the rear and bundled together in two groups of three, framing a track I laid down to the seat. I dug the 
garden bed down, and infilled it with a bed of gravels and sandstone designed to feed it with rainwater that flows down the 
path during storm events.     
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Fig. 49: I built a naturalistic creek-bed into the 16

th
 tee garden to: 1) reduce erosion; 2) provide channels for water movement 

into the bed; and 3) contribute a novel visual feature to the landscape. I wanted to use the Dwarf Hairpin Banksia (Banksia 
spinulosa ‘Birthday Candles’) as a focal point, so I removed larger shrubs in front of it, and replaced them with a number of 
Myoporum parvifolium (Creeping Boobialla). These will eventually grow into a sea of soft lime-green – punctuated by a number 
of Lomandra confertifolia ‘Seascape’ for contrast.     
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Fig. 50: Constructing the stepped-rock banking for erosion mitigation.    
 

 
Fig. 51: Before, during, and after photos of the stepped-rock banking. I used mortar coloured with yellow-oxide to get the 
desired colour.  
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Fig. 52: The first significant rainfall event post-renovation. Water was channeled into the bed, as opposed to washing soil and 
mulch out of it, whilst a small amount of eroded sediment collected in a settling pond I constructed. Due to a slowing of the 
water velocity resulting from ponding, and the soil particles dropping out of the water column, excess water not channeled into 
the bed flowed down the stepped-rock banking and into the rough, relatively free of soil particulates. The sediment collected in 
the settling pond can then be used to top-up soil in the garden.  
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Fig. 53: A couple of Dwarf Hairpin Banksia (Banksia spinulosa ‘Birthday Candles’) which I wanted to emphasize. To achieve this, 
removal of a number of Knobby Club-rush (Ficinia nodosa) and the large Peruvian Pepper-tree was necessary.    

 
 

Fig. 54: An ornamental prostrate Grevillea with stunning pink flowers planted by gardening volunteer John Foley.   
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3.12: 17th Tee Complex and Surrounds  
 
A tee complex with a great deal of potential, the 17th tee complex and surrounds presented a unique 
opportunity for improvement. The garden bed running along the right side of the tee required immediate 
attention as it was overgrown with Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca ericifolia), Blackberry (Rubus fruticosa 
agg.), Wild Tobacco (Solanum mauritianum), Black Nightshade (Solanum nigrum) and poorly maintained 
Dwarf Willow Myrtle (Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’).  
 
I removed the weedy species, and reduced the height and dominance of the Dwarf Willow Myrtles in order 
to expose the adjacent wetland/pond. The elimination of large woody weeds and the hard-pruning of the 
non-weed species (Dwarf Willow Myrtle, White Correa, and Heath-leaved Banksia) also benefited the tee 
surfaces by increasing sunlight and airflow.  

 
In the future, I would like to clear and replant the opposite side of the wetland in its entirety, however as I 
did not have the time for this, I only renovated a small part of the banking closest to the drainage culvert. 
Here, I applied Round-Up (glyphosate) to kill Greater Willow-herb (Epilobium hirsutum), White Cudweed 
(Vellerophyton dealbatum), Broadleaf Plantain (Plantago major), and Lemon Balm (Melissa officinalis). I 
then replanted the bank with the native Broom Rush (Juncus sarophorus) at the water-line, and Coastal 
Spear-grass (Austrostipa stipoides) further up the slope. I did this to both soften the banking and visually 
frame the wetland. In the future I would like to re-introduce locally native riparian species such as Tall 
Spike-sedge (Elaeocharis sphacelata) and River Club Rush (Schoenoplectus validus) which can be seen 
across High Street Road in the remnant bushland of Damper Creek Reserve.   
 
On the opposite side of the path I uplifted two Cypress (Cupressus sp.), removed two Australian Blackthorn 
(Bursaria spinosa), due to their thorny branches encroaching on the path, two Weeping Bottlebrush 
(Melaleuca viminalis) due to the garden bed being over-crowded, and two Coastal Rosemary (Westringea 
fruticosa), due to their poor health. I retained two Heath-leaved Banksia (Banksia ericifolia), hard-pruned 
the two remaining Coastal Rosemary, and planted an understory of Purple-sheath Tussock (Poa ensiformis) 
and Common Tussock (Poa labillardieri). I did this to: 1) complement the iconic Yellow Box (Eucalyptus 
melliodora); and 2) bring the garden bed into line with the Heath-leaved Banksia/Grassy-understorey 
theme of the 10th Green/11th tee path.  

 
When fully grown, this entire area will be characterised by a consistent overstorey shrub-layer of Heath-
leaved Banksia (Banksia ericifolia), with a lower shrub layer of grey-leaved White Correa (Correa alba) 
evolving into a similarly grey-leaved Coastal Rosemary planting along the 10th green/11th tee continuum. 
Completing the theme is the grassy-layer, comprising Thin-leaved Lomandra (Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’) 
and Tall Sedge (Carex appressa) at the 10th Green end, and gradually shifting into Common Tussock (Poa 
labillardieri) and Purple-sheathed Tussock (Poa ensiformis) at the 17th tee/11th tee end.     
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Table 1.13: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’ Dwarf Willow Myrtle 

2 Banksia ericifolia Heath-leaved Banksia 

3 Bursaria spinosa  Australian Blackthorn 

4 Correa alba White Correa 

5 Carex appressa Tall Sedge 

6 Cupressus sp.  Cypress 

7 Eucalyptus melliodora  Yellow Box 

8 Dianella caerulea  Blue Flax-lily  

9 Lomandra longifolia  Mat-rush 

10 Melaleuca viminalis Weeping Bottlebrush 

11 Melaleuca ericifolia  Swamp Paperbark 

12 Westringea fruticosa  Coastal Rosemary  

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’ Dwarf Willow Myrtle 

2 Banksia ericifolia Heath-leaved Banksia 

3 Correa alba White Correa 

4 Carex appressa Tall Sedge 

5 Cupressus sp.  Cypress 

6 Eucalyptus melliodora  Yellow Box 

7 Dianella caerulea  Blue Flax-lily  

8 Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’ Thin-leaved Mat-rush 

9 Poa ensiformis Purple-sheath Tussock 

10 Poa labillardieri  Common Tussock 

11 Melaleuca ericifolia  Swamp Paperbark 

12 Westringea fruticosa  Coastal Rosemary  
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Fig. 55: 17
th

 tee looking towards 11
th

 back tee pre-renovation. Weed species included: Blackberry (Rubus fruticosa agg.), Black 
Nightshade (Solanum nigrum), Desert Ash (Fraxinus oxycarpa subsp. augustifolia), Wild Tobacco (Solanum mauritianum), and 
Wandering Jew (Tradescantia fluminensis).     
 

Fig. 56: Before photo of the right side 17
th

 garden looking towards the green - an overgrown and weed-infested mess.   
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Fig. 57: Before and after photos of the 17
th

 tee/11
th

 tee area. Seven Dwarf Willow Myrtle (Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’) were 
removed to open the area up visually and improve tee health.    
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Fig. 58: Dwarf Willow Myrtle (Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana’) hedged into rectangular prisms and White Correa (Correa alba) shaped 
into spheres. This was done to provide an interesting visual contrast between the lush green-leaved Dwarf Willow Myrtles and 
the grey-leaved white-flowering Correa.   
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Fig. 59: Dwarf Willow Myrtle (Agonis flexuosa ‘Nana) hedged to give a neat, tiered, cascading effect.    
 

Fig. 60: An early morning view of the 17
th

 tee - the sun lighting up the bronze-brown trunk of the majestic Yellow Box 
(Eucalyptus melliodora) which is also a local native. Note the Cypresses behind the Yellow Box have been uplifted. I planted a 
grassy understorey to continue the theme I had implemented at the beginning of the 10

th
 Green path.     
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Fig. 61: Two photos of the same location taken from different angles. The top photo is of the wetland banking opposite the 17
th

 
tee complex after I had removed the weeds. The bottom photo is looking towards the 17

th
 tee complex approximately a year 

after I planted Broom Rush (Juncus sarophorus) and Coast Spear-grass (Austrostipa stipoides). These species help to out-
compete weeds, stabilize the banking from erosion, provide habitat for water birds and wetland fauna, and frame the wetland 
visually.     
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3.13: 18th Bridge Garden   

 

My aim with this small garden bed was to both simplify it, and reduce the height of the plants within it. 
Whilst Native Hibiscus (Alyogyne huegelii) provided stunning azure-blue flowers, they were too large for 
the garden bed, growing haphazardly and encroaching on the path. I removed all plants except the White 
Correa (Correa alba), and planted a groundcover of Creeping Boobialla (Myoporum parvifolium) which I 
propagated myself from cuttings. From a landscape perspective I thought this garden was too dominant in 
the context of the broader landscape - detracting from the bridge, the fairway and the green. This is why I 
removed the ‘louder’ species, in favour of a simpler, subtler aesthetic.     
 

Table 1.14: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Alyogyne huegelii  Native Hibiscus 

2 Banksia ericifolia Heath-leaved Banksia 

3 Correa alba White Correa  

4 Pomaderris racemosa  Cluster Pomaderris  

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Correa alba White Correa 

2 Myoporum parvifolium  Creeping Boobialla  
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Fig. 62: Unfortunately, this garden was too small for the species within it - Heath-leaved Banksia (Banksia ericifolia) grows to 
6m, Native Hibiscus (Alyogyne huegelii) reaches 2.5-3m. This meant they had to constantly be cut back to prevent 
encroachment upon the path, resulting in woody, and poorly-shaped plants. I replaced these species with Fine-leaved Creeping 
Boobialla (Myoporum parvifolium) - a soft-foliaged native groundcover that produces a profusion of white flowers in spring and 
summer. Additionally, the lime-green of the Creeping Boobialla acts as a great contrast to the silvery-grey of the Correa.   
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3.14: Dry Creek-bed adjacent to 9th Green   
 
I had been told that the strand of Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca ericifolia) at this location was remnant 
vegetation, whether this claim is true remains to be seen. Regardless of this, I saw this as a prime area for 
ecological restoration, and as an opportunity to both frame the 9th green whilst also adding a point of 
interest for members entering and exiting the car park. Firstly, I removed dead Swamp Paperbarks, and 
thinned-out those remaining, I then cleared out the weedy understory. After this, I collected unused 
basaltic and sandstone rocks and riverstones leftover from a previous project. I laid these materials out 
within an existing drainage line to create a naturalistic creekbed. I planted moisture-loving, yet drought-
tolerant native species - species that have evolved in the spasmodically saturated, yet predominately dry 
landscapes of temperate Australia. These were: Tall Sedge (Carex appressa) and Pale Rush (Juncus 
pallidus). Against the rough adjacent to the 9th green I planted Coastal Tussock (Poa poiformis) and 
Common Tussock (Poa labillardieri) to provide a lush grey-green grassy backdrop to the green. The widly 
twisted and gnarled Swamp Paperbarks rising from a bed of blue-grey foliage in the Coastal Tussock, 
provides a well-structured, yet naturalistic addition to the 9th green and surrounds. To quote influential 
Landscape Architect and theorist Joan Iverson Nassauer, this garden now exemplifies a ‘messy ecosystem 
in an orderly frame’5.          
 

Table 1.15: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Melaleuca ericifolia  Swamp Paperbark  

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Carex appressa Tall Sedge 

2 Carpobrotus glaucescens  Pigs Face  

3 Juncus pallidus Pale Rush 

4 Melaleuca ericifolia  Swamp Paperbark  

5 Myoporum parvifolium  Creeping Boobialla  

6 Poa poiformis  Coastal Tussock 

7 Poa labillardieri  Common Tussock 

8 Rytidosperma caespitosum  Ringed Wallaby-grass 
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Fig. 63: This photo was taken after a number of large, but dying (or already dead) Swamp Paperbarks were removed.   
 

Fig. 64: The site cleared of dying paperbarks and herbaceous weeds.   
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Fig. 65: A before and after photo. The after photo was taken after a significant rainfall event. I strategically positioned (off-set) 
the Broom Rush (Juncus pallidus) to meander through the arching gateway of Swamp Paperbarks (Melaleuca ericifolia).    
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Fig. 66: The top photo shows newly planted Broom Rush (Juncus pallidus) and Poa poiformis (Coastal Tussock). The bottom 
photo shows the same area after 8 months of growth.     
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Fig. 67: A pile of leftover river stones sitting in the maintenance compound proved very handy in embellishing the creek bed.   
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3.15: Upper Pump-shed Slope  
 
The Pump-shed slope (adjacent to the 3rd green) was cleared and re-excavated in order to construct a new 
pump-shed. The site was previously vegetated with Black Wattle (Acacia mearnsii), Golden Wreath Wattle 
(Acacia saligna), Paradox Acacia (Acacia paradoxa), Monterrey Pine (Pinus radiata), and Sweet 
Pittosporum (Pittosporum undulatum). The post-excavation clearing left the unsightly pump-shed exposed 
to the 3rd green, and so I needed to plant out the banking with screening plants. The nutrient-poor, 
hydrophobic soil, in addition to the north-facing aspect, meant I needed to choose tough, yet visually 
appealing screening species. I decided upon Woolly Bush (Adenanthos sericeus) and Grevillea ‘Moonlight’ 
(Grevillea whiteana), with the Woolly Bush designed to fill-out the bottom 1-3m, and the Grevillea 
‘Moonlight’ to fill-out the 3-5m above. I planted three of Albert Armstrong’s (member and resident tree 
enthusiast) Queensland Firewheel Trees (Stenocarpus sinuatus) behind the Woolly Bushes in the hope that 
they will grow to contribute a subtle rainforest feel. Against the gravel track and concrete path, I planted 
Common Tussock (Poa labillardieri) and Thin-leaved Mat-rush (Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’) to soften the 
landscape.            
 
Table 1.16: Species 

# Scientific Name Common Name 

 PRE-RENOVATION 

1 Acacia mearnsii Black Wattle 

2 Acacia paradoxa  Paradox Acacia 

3 Acacia saligna  Golden Wreath Wattle 

4 Pinus radiata  Monterrey Pine  

5 Pittosporum undulatum  Sweet Pittosporum  

 POST-RENOVATION 

1 Adenanthos sericeus Woolly Bush 

2 Grevillea whiteana ‘Moonlight’ Grevillea ‘Moonlight’ 

3 Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’ Thin-leaved Mat-rush 

4 Poa labillardieri Common Tussock 

5 Stenocarpus sinuatus Firewheel Tree 
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Fig. 68: The soil was smoothed over using an excavator, additional soil (native mix) was brought in, and plants added. The iconic 
Red-flowering Gum (Corymbia ficifolia) in the background contributes a handsome backdrop, and one that will be greatly 
enhanced once the Common Tussock (Poa labillardieri) reach full height and begin to flower.       
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Fig. 69: Kikuyu grass (Pennisetum clandestinum) and weedy Acacia species (A. saligna and A. paradoxa) dominated the site prior 
to landscaping.    
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Fig. 70: I planted the top bank with a sward of Common Tussock (Poa labillardieri). This will provide a lush, wispy, and attractive 
embankment for golfers walking from the 3

rd
 green to the 4

th
 tee.   
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3.16: Other Projects: Desert Ash (Fraxinus oxycarpa subsp. augustifolia) removal   
 
Desert Ash (Fraxinus oxycarpa subsp. augustifolia) is regarded as an invasive weed in Victoria6. It is a very 
fast-growing species that readily invades riparian zones, often forming dense stands7. Desert Ash produces 
a large amount of seed, which spreads by a combination of wind and water. It readily establishes in creeks, 
wetlands, grassy woodlands, and urban parklands. The progressive removal of Desert Ash from gardens 
and roughs on the course is well under way. In the future, I would like to clear it out of the waterway and 
embankments between the 15th and 17th bridges.   
 

 
Fig. 71: Course arborist Pete and I removing a weedy Desert Ash  
(Fraxinus oxycarpa subsp. augustifolia) on the 14

th
 hole. 
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3.17: Other Projects: Mat-rush (Lomandra longifolia) removal  
 
I have been progressively removing Mat-rush (Lomandra longifolia) from the course. This is being done for 
a number of reasons:  

 Golfers balls tend to get caught in the foliage and are difficult to retrieve 

 From a visual perspective, Mat-rush isn’t the most appealing of grass-type plants  

 Many of the specimens are very old and often too large for the gardens in which they have been 
planted 
 
 

I have been replacing Mat-rush with other grass-type (graminoid) species, such as:  Thin-leaved Lomandra 
(Lomandra longifolia ‘Tanika’), Lomandra ‘Little Con’ (Lomandra confertifolia), Lomandra ‘Lime Tuff’ 
(Lomandra confertifolia subsp. pallida), Lomandra ‘Seascape’ (Lomandra confertifolia subsp. rubiginosa), 
Tall Sedge (Carex appressa), Common Tussock (Poa labillardieri), Coastal Tussock (Poa poiformis), Purple-
sheath Tussock (Poa ensiformis), and Coast Spear-grass (Austrostipa stipoides), amongst others.     
 

Fig. 72: In the last two years I have reduced Mat-rush on the course by around 85%. The Mat-rush plants pictured above were 
removed, along with the invasive Desert Ash (Fraxinus oxycarpa subsp. augustifolia) in early 2016.     
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3.18: General reduction in herbaceous weed biomass   
 
Upon arriving at Riversdale Golf Club in May of 2015, the first thing I noticed was the amount of weed 
biomass in the gardens – both woody and herbaceous. I have only just gotten this under control after two 
years of hand-weeding, Round-Up (active constituent: glyphosate), Garlon 600 (active constituent: 
triclopyr), and Rifle 440 (active constituent: pendimethalin) application. The residual weed seed in many of 
the garden beds is still very high, however I am slowly getting on top of this. I do not personally like large-
scale herbicide application, but there was simply no other choice. Fortunately, I have been able to stop 
using Rifle-440 and Garlon-600 due to a significant reduction in weed growth. I can now spot-spray all 
gardens using a knapsack sprayer, which has reduced toxic chemical inputs into the environment by orders 
of magnitude.   

 

 
Fig. 73: Garden between the 12a green and the 16

th
 tee in mid-2015. Dead and dying plants, sitting in a sea of woody and 

herbaceous weeds, was a fairly normal sight. In this bed, Desert Ash (Fraxinus oxycarpa subsp. Augustifolia), Veldt Grass 
(Ehrharta spp.), Chickweed (Stellaria media), and Wall Fumitory (Fumaria muralis), were running rife.   
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Table 1.17: Common Weeds I have identified in Gardens at Riversdale  

# Species 
 

# 
 

Species 
 

1 Acacia paradoxa (Paradox Acacia) 42 Hypochoeris radicata (Cats Ear) 

2 Acacia saligna (Golden Wreath Wattle) 43 Jasminum polyanthum (White Jasmine) 

3 Allium triquetrum (Three-cornered garlic) 44 Lactuca serriola (Prickly Lettuce)  

4 Achillea millefolium (Yarrow) 45 Lolium perenne (Perennial Rye-grass) 

5 Anthoxanthum odoratum (Vanilla Grass) 46 Lomandra longifolia (Mat-rush) 

6 Arctotheca calendula (Cape Weed)  47 Malva neglecta (Buttonweed) 

7 Azolla sp. (Duckweed) 48 Medicago sp. (Burr Medic)  

8 Amaranthus spp. (Amaranth)  49 Melissa officinalis (Lemon Balm) 

9 Aster subulatus (Wild Aster) 50 Modiola caroliniana (Carolina Mallow)  

10 Briza spp. (Quaking Grass) 51 Onopordum acanthium (Scotch Thistle) 

11 Bromus spp. (Brome Grass) 52 Oxalis corniculata (Creeping Woodsorrel) 

12 Cardamine hirsuta (Flickweed) 53 Oxalis pes-caprae (Wood Sorrel)  

13 Chenopodium album (Fat Hen) 54 Pennisetum clandestinum (Kikuyu) 

14 Conyza bonariensis (Flaxleaf Fleabane) 55 Pittosporum undulatum (Sweet Pittosporum) 

15 Conyza canadensis (Canadian Fleabane) 56 Plantago coronopus (Bucks Horn Plantain) 

16 Coprosma repens (Mirror Bush) 57 Plantago lanceolata (Lambs Tongue) 

17 Cortaderia selloana (Pampas Grass) 58 Plantago major (Broadleaf Plantain) 

18 Crataegus monogyna (Hawthorn) 59 Poa annua (Winter Grass)  

19 Cuscuta sp. (Dodder) 60 Polygonum aviculare (Knotgrass) 

20 Cymbalaria muralis (Ivy-leaved Toadflax) 61 Populus alba (Silver Poplar) 

21 Cyperus spp. (Sedges) 62 Portulaca oleracea (Purslane)   

22 Cytisus proliferus (Tree Lucerne)  63 Romulea rosea (Onion Grass) 

23 Delairea odorata (Cape Ivy) 64 Rubus fruticosa agg. (Blackberry) 

24 Dietes iridioides (Cape Iris) 65 Rumex spp. (Dock) 

25 Digitaria didactyla (Queensland Couch)  66 Senecio madagascariensis (Fireweed) 

26 Digitaria sanguinalis (Summer Grass)  67 Sinapis arvensis (Mustard Weed)  

27 Ehrarta erecta (Panic Veldt-grass) 68 Solanum mauritianum (Wild Tobacco) 

28 Ehrarta longifolia (Annual Veldt-grass)  69 Solanum nigrum (Black Nightshade)  

29 Eleusine indica (Crowsfoot Grass) 70 Sonchus oleraceus (Sow Thistle)  

30 Epilobium hirsutum (Willow-herb) 71 Sporobolus africanus (Parramatta Grass) 

31 Euphorbia humistrata (Prostrate Spurge) 72 Stellaria media (Chickweed) 

32 Euphorbia maculata (Eyebane) 73 Taraxacum officinale (Dandelion)  

33 Euphorbia peplus (Petty Spurge) 74 Typha spp. (Cumbungi) 

34 Fumeria muralis (Wall Fumitory) 75 Urtica urens (Nettle) 

35 Fraxinus augustifolia (Desert Ash) 76 Vellereophyton dealbatum (White Cudweed) 

36 Galium aparine (Cleavers)  77 Verbena bonariensis (Purpletop) 

37 Gamochaeta ssp. (Cudweed) 78 Vicia sativa (Common Vetch)  

38 Genista linifolia (Flax-leaved Broom) 79 Watsonia spp. (Watsonia) 

39 Genista monspessulana (French Broom) 80 Zantedeschia aethiopica (Arum Lily) 

40 Grevillea robusta (Silky Oak)   

41 Holcus lanatus (Yorkshire Fog-grass)   
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3.19: Sustainability, Ecology & Future-proofing 
 

Compost & Waste Streams 
 
One thing I had always wanted to do at Riversdale Golf Club was to create a composting system. Compost 
serves multiple functions. It internalizes the waste streams of food scraps, grass clippings, and tree leaves, 
and provides rich and healthy soil for plant growth. Composting systems have been implemented in golf 
courses elsewhere, such as at the Clear Lake Golf Course in Canada, where combined waste streams to 
landfill were reduced by 80.7%8, due in large part to composting.  
 
Using scraps from the restaurant kitchen, coffee grounds from the bar/café, grass clippings from the 
greens, tees, fairways and roughs, leaves from the deciduous oak trees, excess soil, and sawdust, I created 
a compost heap with the assistance of club member Albert Armstrong. It is located in the corner of the 
course behind the 4th fairway, adjacent to Huntingdale Road. This compost heap fulfills multiple functions:  

 It saves money in waste removal;  

 It saves money in buying soil from suppliers; 

 It provides nutrient-rich organic soil for the gardens;  

 Reduces plastic bag waste caused by buying soil from suppliers; and 

 Provides an educational tool for kitchen and grounds staff regarding sustainable practice 
 

 

Fig. 74: Me and the compost heap I constructed in a hidden spot behind the 4
th

 fairway. The tarp is used to keep the heat and 
moisture in, encouraging microbial breakdown of kitchen waste, grass clippings, and leaves.   
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Herb Garden  
 

Herbs had been planted in the committee car-park rockery for use by kitchen staff. Whilst this was a great 
forward-thinking initiative, the haphazard nature of the planting left a lot to be desired visually - 
particularly because most of the other plants in the bed were native shrubs, ferns, and groundcovers. I 
decided to create a specific garden bed within the rockery dedicated to herbs. We used an excavator to 
move rocks into position and add depth to the bed. The resultant garden bed means more space for plants 
and better soil conditions, which in turn has encouraged higher yields from the herbs.  

 

 
Fig. 75: The completed herb garden, planted out with: Thyme, Mint, Rosemary, Chives, Curry Plant, Oregano, Coriander and 
Continental Parsley. All of which can be used in recipes by the kitchen staff.   
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Ecology 
 

Upon my arrival at Riversdale Golf Club in mid-2015, one of the first things I noticed was the incredible 
potential for improvements in the non-play areas of the course. Evidence suggests that because between 
40-70% of a typical golf course comprises non-play areas of varying habitats9, there is a great deal of 
potential for increasing species diversity through intelligent species selection and thoughtful design. 
Redesigning gardens and landscapes for practical, aesthetic, and ecological benefit is something I strongly 
believe in.   
 
Golf courses often contain levels of biodiversity equal to or above that of the habitats they replace10. 
Because grasslands, pastures, and other natural landscapes are rapidly disappearing due to the spread of 
urbanization, golf courses can act as an additional habitat for birds11,12, wetland fauna13, invertebrate 
communities14, and larger vertebrate species15. Habitat heterogeneity (the diversity of species and 
vegetation communities) on golf courses is not only critical for plant and animal species living in the urban 
environment10, but also important in terms of improving overall visual interest and novelty on the course. 
Initiatives involving ecologically-minded landscaping can also change the public perception of golf, 
cultivating a positive brand reputation in an age increasingly aware of environmental issues and limits16. 
This can increase the likelihood of receiving grants for sustainability and/or ecologically-oriented projects. 
    
Evidence by Australian researchers suggests that small-scale landscape design and management actions 
that increase the size and structural complexity of vegetation on golf courses can greatly enhance habitat 
capacity14. Here at Riversdale, I have endeavoured to achieve this without sacrificing the dominant garden-
esque characteristics that give the course its iconic and unique parkland feel. By employing the 
methodology of ‘messy ecosystems in orderly frames’, championed by landscape designer and theorist 
Joan Iverson Nassauer5, I have attempted to create diverse and interesting garden beds which also 
contribute to the local ecology. This can be seen in my renovations of the 8th garden, the 12th tee garden, 
the 13th lower tee garden, the 14th fence-line and garden and in the embankment enhancement and 
stabilisation works behind the 9th tee. In the future, I would like to integrate more native grasses, due to 
their biodiversity potential and their ability to deal with nutrient-poor soils and drought17, and more 
species native to the Monash Council LGA18. Suitable areas for the integration of such species include: the 
creek between the 15th bridge and the 17th bridge, and again in the creek between the 18th bridge and the 
1st. I believe an initiative such as this would benefit the course, whilst also contributing to urban 
biodiversity objectives.   

          

 
Fig. 76: Broom Rush (Juncus sarophorus) and Pale Rush (Juncus pallidus) providing  
bank stabilization, habitat, and water remediation on the water-line between the 14

th
 and 15

th
. 
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Future-proofing 
 

Future-proofing is a concept that seeks to address adaptation to future environmental conditions19. A 
plethora of evidence suggests an increase in average temperatures in the coming decades, and an 
associated long-term reduction in water availability throughout most of Australia20. These issues have been 
identified in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Fourth Assessment Report21. According to the 
IPCC (2007) report, more rain is expected in the equatorial belt (humid tropics) and at higher latitudes, with 
less rain expected in mid-latitudes, semi-arid areas, and in the dry tropics22. This means temperatures in 
south-eastern Australia will increase, and rainfall will decrease4. Additionally, climatic variability and 
extreme weather events are set to increase in both frequency and severity23. In light of this, I regard the 
consideration of projected future conditions in the context of current landscape enhancement projects of 
great importance. Considering future conditions in this way reduces the likelihood of future shrub and tree 
failure, and so mitigates financial costs associated with changing climatic conditions. Thus, I believe a 
framework for future plantings and landscape suggestions would be useful in understanding species that 
are suitable for planting on the course, and species that are not. I have produced one such framework 
below: 
 
 

 
 
Fig. 75: Framework for Future-proofing. 
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